Methotrexate treatment for cervical pregnancy: experience of four cases.
Although cervical pregnancies account for a very small number of the ectopic pregnancies, they sometimes result in a tragic outcome due to the difficulty of surgical treatment and subsequent intractable hemorrhage. We report our experience with four cases of cervical pregnancy which were treated successfully with methotrexate. All four patients had a history of a previous abortion and two had previously had a cesarean section. High-resolution transabdominal and transvaginal color Doppler ultrasound was used for diagnosis, and the serial beta-human chorionic gonadotropin levels were checked to monitor the therapeutic effect. Hysterectomy was avoided, and the reproductive capability of these patients was preserved. Chemotherapy was well tolerated except for mild stomatitis in one case and a transient elevation of liver enzymes in another case. One patient delivered a healthy female infant two years after treatment. In conclusion, previous curettage and a low segment cesarean section may contribute to the development of a cervical pregnancy. Fortunately, methotrexate therapy offers an effective nonsurgical treatment for this potentially catastrophic condition.